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Sclerococcum Fr. 

Sclerococcum is one of the species rich lichenicolous genera belongs to 

Dactylosporaceae, Sclerococcales in Eurotiomycetes. The genus was originally introduced 

for an obligatory lichenicolous species Sclerococcum sphaerale (= Spiloma sphaerale) (Fries 

(1819, 1825). The taxa have been reported as saprotrophs and lichenicolous in both terrestrial 

and marine habitats (Dong et al. 2020, Joshi 2021). Diederich et al. (2018) synonymized 

Dactylospora under Sclerococcum based on phylogenetic analyses and treated Dactylospora 

as a sexual morph of Sclerococcum. The sexual morph is characterized by superficial to 

stalked black apothecia and amyloid asci with an apical gelatinous cap (Olariaga et al. 2019). 

The asexual morph is characterized by blackish sporodochial-stromatic conidiomata, 

conidiogenesis thallic that are probably meristematic and dark brown, uni- to multi-cellular 

conidia (Diederich et al. 2013, Joshi 2021). The genus presently comprised 66 species 

(Diederich et al. 2018, Joshi 2021). However, molecular data are available only for few 

species and the genus recovered as paraphyletic in Dactylosporaceae in the recent study 

conducted by Thiyagaraja et al. (2022). 
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